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Do you have a home or structure of historical significance to the City of Medicine Hat?   If 
so, have you considered Municipal Historic Resource Designation?         

There are many advantages to both the owner and the City when a resource has been designated.  
In addition to conserving our unique history, there is pride of ownership and public recognition.  
There may also be marketing potential for commercial purposes and possible enhanced economic 
value of one’s property.  Once on the Alberta Register of Municipal Historic Resources, the 
opportunity exists for access to technical advice and to approach the Province for matching 
conservation grant funding.   

To determine if your property may be suitable for designation, please answer the following 
questions: 

Is your property… 

- at least 40 years old? 
- considered a “landmark” or has value to members of our City at least on a neighborhood 

level? 
- the work of a well-known architect? 
- related to historically significant person or persons? 
- the site of an important event or activity in our local history? 
- related to a theme that has significance to the history of Medicine Hat?  
- unique because of the materials from which it was constructed? 
- one of a few or the only remaining example of a specific architectural style or artefact? 
- still located in its original location?  
- intact in terms of having had no significant changes other than routine maintenance and 

minor alterations?   
 

If you answered “yes” to the majority of these questions, please contact Jim Genge, Senior 
Planner, Planning & Development Services with the City of Medicine Hat, at 403.458.3345 or 
email him at jimgen@medicinehat.ca  

Commonly asked questions regarding the requirements to protect designed properties. 

Naturally there are requirements on an owner of a designated property; however the implications 
are often not well understood.  

Designation …     

- is not imposed on heritage property owners. 
- does not compel owners to restore their resource to its original appearance. 
- does not affect the use of a property unless it were to have a negative impact on the site’s 

integrity. 
- does not impose legal restrictions on the sale of a property however there is a caveat 

registered that discusses the maintenance agreement. 
- allows routine maintenance and minor alterations that do not affect the agreed upon character 

defining elements. 
- requires that plans that would have a major impact on the heritage value and that do not 

follow the agreed upon guidelines or involve demolition, require the approval of the City.  
- may be applicable only to the exterior only of a building. 
- protection is in the form of a bylaw, which is registered against the title and continues to 

apply when ownership changes. 
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